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MEMORY  &   

MEDITATION VERSE:  
 

Job 28:28  

And he said to man, ôThe 

fear of the Lord ð that is 

wisdom, and to shun evil 

is understanding.õ 
 

¢Ih¦DI¢ Chw ¢I9 ²99YΥ   

Dear families, 

At our Easter Assembly this morning we considered how Easter changes everything. 

ôWhere are you?õ  Genesis 3:9.  The first question.   The heart cry of an anguished father 

over his prodigal son and daughter, who have rebelled and hidden themselves from him. 

Animal skins.  The first blood sacrifice.   Sadly not the last, as God begins a tradition of 

killing his creation as a temporary atonement for sin.  Many years later it would be written, 

ôDay after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers 

the same sacrifices which can never take away sins.õ (Hebrews 10:11). 

Creation Plummets into disarray.  The first curse.   Sin brings death and destruction.  The 

floodgates of evil open and the world suffers, suffocates and begins to groan.  Grief,        

separation, misunderstanding, painful toil, starvation, political upheaval, selfish choices,    

entropy.  The universe is heading towards death and destruction. 

A glimmer of hope.  The first promise.   To the serpent God speaks, ôéhe will crush your 

head and you will strike his heel.õ  One will arise through whom evil will be extinguished, the 

curse will be reversed and Godõs rule will be established once again.  But when will this  

occur? 

Abraham,  The first patriarch.   God gathers a people of promise and from this people, 

Israel, he will raise up a servant-leader who will stomp on evil and renew creation.  Is it King 

David?  No.  Then who?  Godõs people go into exile and are then released back into their 

own land.  Animal sacrifices continue.  Sin continues to reign.  Creation groans. 

Jesus is born.  The first virgin birth.   The only virgin birth.  Born in very ordinary, even 

scandalous circumstances, Jesus grows to become a mighty prophet, leader, healer, exorcist 

and teacher who challenges the religious elite and shakes the Middle East.  At the height of 

his ministry when he is just beginning to ôgo viralõ he makes a decision to head back into that 

city.  Not that city!  Not Jerusalem?  Jesus leads his band of reluctant followers into the city 

that wants him dead.  The religious leaders seize their opportunity and Jesus is captured, 

bloodied, crucified, killed and buried.   

Jesus rises again.  The first resurrection (not just a resuscitation).  The first of many.  In 

giving himself over to death Jesus conquers death.  In submitting to the intent of evil Jesus 

beats evil.  In becoming cursed Jesus overcomes the curse on creation.  Yet Jesus ascends 

into heaven without fixing Earth.  The curse has been broken but it is still a damaged world.  

The serpent has been put on notice, but his influence is as strong as ever.  Creation groans, 

we groan and the Holy Spirit within us groans because we know we wait for the new crea-

tion. 

Jesus returns.  The first day of a new creation .  Nobody knows the day, nor the hour, 

but Jesus will return.  Not as a sacrificial lamb to pay for sin, but as the Lion of the Tribe of 

Judah, as the prophesied king who will deliver the final stomp that will annihilate the serpent 

and end his influence forever.  ôNow the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 

them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying 

or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.õ (Revelation 21:3-4).  Creation ceases 

to groan as God makes all things new. 

Easter changes everything. 

Have a wonderful Easter break and may your lives be enriched by the significance of our 

holy day tomorrow. 

Pete Slaney. 

Contributions of baking towards school 

lunches and suppers while the St Judeõs 

students are here on the first week of 

Term 2 can be brought to the office on 

first day back, i.e. Monday 1st May. 



Adventures in Odyssey 

We have been kindly donated several audio CDs 
from the Adventures in Odyssey seriesð(The 
Truth Chronicles, The Skyôs the Limit & A Jour-
ney of Choices) see Pete if you would like one. 

 

A FUNDRAISER THAT HELPS US ALL 

We had such a successful time with The Enter-
tainment Book fundraiser last year that we are 
doing it again. Your child will come home with a 
form giving you the opportunity to make the most 
of the early bird specials. The digital member-
ship is a very convenient way to purchase the 
deals so consider that this year if you have a 
smartphone. A sample copy of The Entertain-
ment Book is available for perusing, in the foyer, 
in case you want to check whether your favourite 
restaurant or caf® is in ité..or if you want to plan 
activities for the holidays throughout this year.  
 

Last year we raised several hundred dollars and 
were able to purchase musical equipment. 
Please get behind this fundraiser againééit 
surely is great value for money! If you buy your 
new Entertainment Book NOW, you can start 
using it straight away, even though the current 
book doesnôt expire until June 1st.  

Vicki Morris 

 

Cleaning & Working Bee Rosters for Term 2 
will be on our website.  Please check and make 
a note of when you are on:  

www.immanuel.school.nz 

 

NOTEWORTHY NOTICES 

Immanuel Christian School 

P:  (09) 828 4545 

E:  admin@immanuel.school.nz 

Immanuel websiteñ www.immanuel.school.nz                        

or see our Facebook page 

L  ame Joke: 

 

òDoctor , Doctor, I 

think Iõm getting    

shorter.ó 

 

Doctor:  óYouõll just 

have to be a little    

patient!ó 

 

 


